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Treaty was signed in a Simla garden. The Shah was to be
restored to the " Throne of his fathers."   So the treaty
somewhat pompously stated.     Then   began the most
dramatic episode, the first Afghan   War.     The British
were embarking on a great adventure light-heartedly* The
Lahore National Government did not permit  the allies
to march on the Frontier.     The  peace of  the Indian
citizens, after the lapse of centuries,  was not   to be dis-
turbed in the Frontier countryside.     That was a wise
step that the short-lived National  Government of the
Punjab could and did enforce.   The armies marched DM*
Baluchistan.    They  had their first experience of   the
frontier's man as armed robber. Stragglers were cut off by
night.   They   reached Kandahar,    flowing with fruit,
milk and honey.    The fickle   army of Kabul fled like*
chaff*   The army of the   Indus stood deserted on the
crest of a rise.   The Shah re-entered his lost capital. The
Afghans showed no sign of enthusiasm   at their rightful
king's return.  1S40 passed into  1341 > and all seemed
amazingly quiet.   Dost Muhammad threw up the sponge
and surrendered.   He was sent up to Calcutta   as a State
prisoner.   Just before Christmas 1841  there were most
pitiful scenes of a massacre of half-frozen Indian troops.
Regiment after regiment was destroyed by the Afghans.
Surgeon Brydon  was the   only   survival riding on a
broken-down pony into Jalalabad.   It was a great shock
to the British prestige.    This is the first story of the
events which brought the British to the hills and passes
known as the North-West Frontier.   The great General
Avitabile ruled in Peshawar on behalf of the Sikhs.   He
kept a gallows at each corner of his garden for prompt
punishment to  the hot-headed hillnaan.     Not many
years hence, the Punjab was annexed and 'the Frontier
passed on to the British*   John Nicholson and Herbert